Comparison of the bronchodilator and vasodilator activity of sodium azide and sodium nitroprusside in the guinea-pig.
1. Sodium azide and sodium nitroprusside are potent dilators of the intact guinea-pig tracheal preparation in vitro. 2. Both substances are bronchodilators in the anaesthetized guinea-pig in vivo when administered intravenously or by aerosol inhalation. 3. Sodium azide and sodium nitroprusside are also potent vasodilators in the guinea pig. 4. At all doses and by route of administration, including aerosol inhalation, the hypotensive effect predominates over bronchodilatation.